
 
 

 
 

 
June 12, 2015 
 
 
Dear Chairman Upton and Ranking Member Pallone: 
 
We would like to thank you on behalf of the membership of the Orthopaedic Research Society (ORS) for advancing 
the 21st Century Cures Initiative.  We would like to indicate our strong support for this Act.  We appreciate that this is 
a comprehensive effort and that it includes new strategies to address the provision of healthcare, research supported 
by the NIH, the regulatory processes performed by the FDA, and the delivery of healthcare itself.  As a research 
society, we propose that research is the driving force behind advances in musculoskeletal health.  Therefore, we 
strongly advocate for continued and additional funding of NIH funding across the board as well as for research 
priorities associated with diagnosis and treatment of musculoskeletal disease to improve function and mobility and 
reduce the socioeconomic burden of orthopaedic disorders. The membership of the ORS includes basic scientists, 
engineers, and clinicians – all who are impacted by the directives outlined by H.R. 6, 21st Century Cures Act.  While 
this is a comprehensive initiative, we would like to take this opportunity to focus on those items which will have a 
significant effect on our researchers: 
 

 Title I Discovery 

o Subtitle A.  

 This section calls for a 3% increase in the NIH budget.  This would be a welcomed increase 

since the stagnation that occurred following the doubling (FY98-03). The lack of growth of the 

NIH budget has had a negative effect on the recruitment of young investigators to academic 

research.  Increased funding would help lay the foundation for future innovations in healthcare. 

 To stimulate further growth, the Act calls for the establishment of an innovation fund to support 

biomedical research through the funding of basic, translational and clinical research.  We are 

in strong support of this directive. 

o Subtitle B.  

 Section 1023. We support exploring ways to streamline the grant process for researchers. 

 1026, 1027 are very important because they would increase flexibility of NCATS which 

would facilitate translation. We support these. 

 1028. We support increased support for innovative research – high risk/high reward. 

o Subtitle C. 

 We strongly support our young emerging scientists in advancing opportunities to them 

through increased overall funding of NIH as well via improvements in the loan repayment 

program and reporting requirements for programs at NIH. 

 

 Title II Development 

o This section focuses primarily on the FDA and commercial development. However, significant 

development is often required before industry will take the risk to bring a product to market. 

Although this initiative attempts to lower barriers related to the FDA, there are significant 

developmental barriers before industry becomes involved, most significantly limited NIH funding for 

pre-clinical development and for clinical trials.  

o We support initiatives to encourage pharmaceutical companies to repurpose approved drugs for 

rare diseases. 



 
 

 
 

o Registries have gained increasing support from the orthopaedic community.  We agree with the 

allowance for valid scientific evidence to include registry data. 

 Title III - Delivery 

o This section addresses many of the issues raised by electronic medical records and their 

accessibility.  While we agree that Health Information Technology is transformative to healthcare, 

we encourage that the medium be allowed the flexibility to collect research data with protected 

access. 

 Other Comments 

o We would like to suggest that some language be included regarding healthcare disparities.  This 

has consequences not only for the provision (delivery) of healthcare but also for the investigators 

supported by the NIH.   

We appreciate the open discussion that has been encouraged with the introduction of the 21st Century Cures Act.  
This has not been a minor undertaking – requiring a comprehensive approach to improve, yet streamline, the 
discovery, development, and delivery of healthcare.  We request, with the utmost of urgency, increased funding for 
research supported by the NIH.  We would again like to emphasize that this is of particular importance to orthopaedic 
research. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

    
Mathias Bostrom, MD            Lynne C. Jones, PhD 
ORS President             Chair, ORS Advocacy Committee 
 


